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3 October 2017  
 

Welcome back to the fourth and final term of the school year. I hope the holiday break was a 
restful and renewing one. A long weekend to ease the return was no doubt welcome. 
 

Although the shortest term of the year, the next nine weeks will be busy ones. There are some 
significant events ahead. Next week, at the Cathedral of St Stephen, I look forward to attending 
the graduation ceremony of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Year 12 students.  This year, 
well over one hundred students will graduate from Catholic schools in the Archdiocese. 
 

On 10 November, we will celebrate the Remarkable Moments in learning which occur every day in 
our classrooms as schools showcase their work. As we draw closer to the day, more and more 
stories will feature on the Remarkable Moments site. 
 

The blessing and official opening of McAuley College Beaudesert will be held on 17 November. This 
new secondary college is looking forward to showing itself off on this occasion. Our Year 12s will 
also complete their schooling with us on 17 November. 
 

The Year of Youth is fast approaching. To launch this historic initiative by the Australian Catholic 
Bishops and in response to a review of the incredibly successful Powerhouse of Leaders, we will be 
piloting a new student formation and leadership event on 19 October aimed at Year 10 
students.  PoTENtial: Power of TEN to Inspire and Lead provides Year 10 students with a unique 
leadership formation opportunity in preparation for their senior schooling and beyond.  
 

What makes PoTENtial particularly exciting is that it will be unlike any other student formation 
opportunity we have previously offered. This event is based on a de-centralised model using the 
latest WebEx and streaming technology to live stream the content to a variety of schools across 
the Archdiocese. Unity College at Caloundra will be this year’s pilot 'live' host venue while Aquinas 
College Ashmore, St. Thomas More College Sunnybank and St. Mary's College Kingaroy will be the 
WebEx host venues. As this will be a first of its kind, PoTENtial 2017 will be a small pilot event with 
a selection of schools invited to participate.  
 

I look forward this term to visiting a number of schools, beginning on Friday with visits to Mother 
Teresa Primary School at Ormeau and St Matthew’s School at Cornubia.  
 

October is World Mission Month which culminates in the celebration of World Mission Sunday on 
15 October. The Catholic Missions website has some excellent resources for schools. And in 
speaking of Mission Month, the St Columban’s Mission Society Art Calendar for 2018 is now 
available from the website.  
 

Next week is Mental Health Week. This year’s theme is “Value Mental Health”. ~ 
Mental Health Week aims to raise awareness of mental health and wellbeing among 
Queenslanders and is an important opportunity to promote mental health and wellbeing, create 
understanding of mental illness and celebrate the lives of people living with mental illness.  
 

About half of all Australians experience mental illness in their lifetime. About one in five 
Australians experience a mental health issue in any one year.  
We can all do something to actively value mental health.  
We can all focus on the things we can do to support ourselves, our loved ones and our 
communities.  
Together, we can all show how much we value mental health help break down the stigma of 
mental illness. 
 

Here are some ways to get involved: Odd Socks Day—6 October This national campaign aims to 
enlighten everyday Australians of the prevalence of mental illness and encourage open 
conversation about mental health issues and conditions.  

Reflection 
 

There can be no keener 
revelation of a 
society's soul than the 
way in which it treats 
its children. 
 
Nelson Mandela 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/LandT/ELT/Remarkable-Moments/Pages/Remarkable-moments.aspx
https://www.cm.org.au/WMM2017/index.html
https://www.columban.org.au/donate/shop/columban-art-calendar/2018-columban-art-calendar
http://www.oddsocksday.org.au/
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Walk for Awareness—8 October The official walk for Mental Health Week kicks off on Sunday 8 
October at Captain Burke Park, Kangaroo Point. The walk brings Queenslanders together to 
support those living with mental illness or other life challenges. 
 

Story Bridge light up—10 October Brisbane’s iconic Story Bridge will be lit up purple for World 
Mental Health Day. Be sure to catch it if you can and share your images of this spectacular sight 
with family, friends and colleagues. 
 

God of inclusion and love, 
Be with us as we act with justice, assist those in need to feel a sense of belonging and commit to 
action for those living with mental illness, their families, and friends. 
May the God of peace be found within you; the God of love surround and hold you; and the God 
of freedom lift you and bring you new life.  
 

Enjoy this first week of the final term for 2017. 
Pam 
 

Molum Sabe  
Brisbane Catholic Education’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Strategy, 
Molum Sabe, continues to evolve and I am pleased to announce the release of our 2017-2020 
Strategy, and Implementation Plan. 

 

These documents outline our two priorities for the years ahead: Engagement and Literacy – areas 
essential for all students to realise their potential through education.  
 

We have articulated some very specific targets in our strategy for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students: 

• overall enrolments and retention of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students to 
increase each year 2017-2020 

• all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students achieve the growth markers and targets 
outlined in the Excellent Learning and Teaching Moving Forward strategy 2017-2020. 

Our Implementation Plan outlines ways in which, in our schools and office, we can continue to work 
in partnership with families and community to ensure our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students achieve their goals and aspirations through education.  A continued, committed 
and dedicated approach to achieve equitable outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students is required. 
I hope you will engage with our Molum Sabe documents and I thank all who have contributed to 
this important work.  
 

Brisbane Catholic Education Annual Report 
Last term, thanks to the collaboration between Enterprise Governance and Performance and 
Communications and Marketing, Brisbane Catholic Education's 2016 Annual Report was published 
online. 
 

This report is part of Brisbane Catholic Education's commitment to accountability and transparency 
and summarises activities and achievements for 2016. It is an important way to share the valuable 
work we do with our communities and partners. 
 

Reflecting on 2016, it was indeed a year of significant progress in so many ways and I give thanks 
to all who contributed to the Brisbane Catholic Education story in 2016. 
 

Wakakirri Success 
Congratulations to Year 6 students at St Martin’s School Carina who won their section of the 
Wakakirri regional finals at the end of last term. The Wakakirri team from Assisi Catholic College 
Upper Coomera were also present on the awards night. Wakakirri provides a great avenue for our 
schools to explore story, dance and performance and I congratulate all who have enjoyed the 
Wakakirri Festival this year. 

 

http://www.mentalawarenessfoundation.org/
https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/Documents/ATSI%20Education%20Strategy%20Map%202017-2020%20brochure.pdf
https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/Documents/ATSI%20Education%20Strategy%20Map%202017-2020%20brochure.pdf
https://kweb.bne.catholic.edu.au/LandT/LearningTeaching/ATSIEdu/Documents/ATSI%20Molum%20Sabe%20Implementation%20Plan%2016pp.pdf
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/aboutus/AnnualReports/Annual-Report-2016/Pages/default.aspx

